Social aspects of visual disability.
Over 40 million people are estimated to be limited in the work they can do by a visual disability, most of them in the Third World. Much preventable blindness goes unchecked and even reversible blindness is untreated in countries where aphakic spectacles may cost the equivalent of a year's earnings. In the United Kingdom and other advanced countries the problems are very different. Visual disability is 100 times more likely to occur in a person over 75 than in a child. The disabled carry heavy penalties, social, financial and psychological. Society, when it is aware, tends to "look after" the disabled person, rather than provide him with the means to look after himself, but services are inadequate to meet demands.